[image: image1.png]









LOST MOUNTAIN MIDDLE SCHOOL
8th Grade Georgia Studies Syllabus

Blog
To access my blog, please go to the school webpage, click on “Teacher Blogs”, and scroll down and click on my name (Martinez, Carmela).  The purpose of the blog is to reinforce the student agenda from class and to provide information for students who are absent.  To complete assignments, students are expected to rely primarily on information recorded in their agendas and notes from class.

www.cmlmms.weebly.com
Lost Mountain Middle School Student Achievement Goals:

1.  Students will read at or above grade level for varied purposes across all disciplines. 

2.  Students will use critical thinking skills to gain knowledge of the world around them. 

Georgia Performance Standards:

For specific standards please refer to the Cobb County website at www.cobbk12.org.  Click on the link for parents, then select “Learning Standards”.  This site will include a list of the CCSD Curriculum Standards.  Click on social studies and then grade eight to access the standards.

Text:

The student textbook is titled:  Georgia and the American Experience.  Each student will be utilizes an online version of the textbook at home by going to this site: http://www.mystatehistory.com/georgia/ga_05/book.html. If your child needs a physical copy of the book to take home they may checkout one from the teacher. We will have a class set at school.  Please make sure your child keeps up with his/her book if they checkout one as the replacement cost is $48.50.  
Classroom Goals:

In eighth grade, students study Georgia’s geography, history, government, economics, and culture.  These five strands are interwoven throughout the course.  U.S. events are included as appropriate to ensure students understand Georgia’s role in the history of the United States.
Guidelines for Success:

1.      Be prepared & on-time to class with all necessary materials their binders, pens, paper, and colored pencils.
2.      Be respectful of self, others, and property in the classroom.
3.      Try your very best at all times.

4.      Cell phones must be off not silent during class unless instructed by teacher.
Grading Policy:

Reassessment Policy: In an effort to encourage student mastery of content standards, we will offer the opportunity to retake major assessments (test/projects). If students make below a 70% on a test or a project, they may complete a reassessment for a maximum of a 70% reassessment grade that would replace the previous failing grade. In order to retake a test, students must complete reassessment activities decided by the teacher before retaking the test. Late projects are ineligible for reassessment. All retakes will be given before school, no more than 3 days after the test is given back to students.

Fall Semester



Tentative Pacing

Introduction and Geography of Georgia

2 Weeks

Georgia’s Beginnings




2 Weeks

Georgia’s Colonization



3 Weeks

Revolution in Georgia




3 Weeks

Foundations of Government in GA


2 Weeks

Special Election Unit




2 Week

State and Local Government



2 Weeks
Review and Midterm Exam                                            1 Week
Spring Semester



Tentative Pacing

Georgia’s Westward Movement


3 Weeks

Antebellum Georgia




2 Weeks

Civil War and Reconstruction



4 Weeks

Rise of Modern Georgia (1886-1945)


4 Weeks

Georgia in the Modern World (1945-Present)

4 Weeks

Review and Final Exam



2 Week
s
Disclaimer:
This syllabus might be altered if necessary to achieve the goals and objectives of this class.  Students will be made aware of any necessary changes in a timely manner.
Please sign and return this page to Ms. Martinez ASAP
Dear Parents,
From time to time this year we may wish to show a PG or PG-13 movie to enhance an instructional unit or concept being taught.  We would like to ask in advance for your permission to watch any movie that the teachers preview and deem acceptable for viewing.  Some of these are classroom or edited versions, and most of these would be shown in small segments.  Examples include:   The Patriot or The Crossing (Revolutionary War), Glory or Race to Freedom (Civil War), October Sky (Space Race). Again, the students would NOT see the original but edited versions of the movie.

Please check the appropriate box below.  Thank you for your consideration.  We are looking forward to a fantastic school year!

Carmela Martinez

7th/8th Grade Social Studies 

__________  I give permission for my child to view a teacher-previewed un-rated, PG, or PG-13 rated movie at any time throughout the school year.

__________  I would prefer to give permission on a case by case basis after more information is provided by the teacher.
By signing below you agree that your child and you have read and discussed the Social Studies syllabus.
 

______________________________                                _____________________________________



Print Parent Name                                                              Parent Signature
____________________________                                    _____________________________________

Print Student Name                                                            Student Signature
CLASS PERIOD__________
Parent E-Mail Address___________________________________________________________

Parent phone #: (C)__________________________    (H)_______________________________
Students, please return this form to me after you get a parent signature!!!
TEACHER: Carmela Martinez                              E-MAIL: � HYPERLINK "mailto:carmela.martinez@cobbk12.org" �carmela.martinez@cobbk12.org�





GRADE(s) 7th & 8th                                                PLANNING TIME(s): 9:07 – 10:18 & 1:27 – 2:20





Summative Assessments (test/projects)………..…. 55% 


Formative Assessments (classwork/quizzes)…..…. 40%


Homework…………………………………..….… 5%





MAKE-UP & LATE WORK POLICY 


THE ONLY WAY TO RECEIVE FULL CREDIT IS TO TURN YOUR WORK IN ON THE DUE DATE. Projects and other major assignments may be turned in late with a penalty: If a student is absent, (s)he has one day to make up work without penalty for each day missed.  It is up to THE STUDENT to check the BLOG and make-up folders to figure out what was missed; whenever possible, I attach digital copies of handouts, presentations, etc., to the blog so that students can keep from falling behind while they are absent.  


*The following table explains the policy for acceptance of performance tasks and class work turned in late.  LATE WORK POLICY DOES NOT APPLY TO THE HOMEWORK – HOMEWORK WILL NOT BE TAKEN LATE! Exceptions are made for excused absences. Late work will NOT be accepted after TWO class periods.


This late work policy will apply to all assignments given in class, including projects.





One day late�
Minus 30%  (maximum grade of 70)�
�
2 or more days late�
Minus 50% (maximum grade of 50)�
�





















Class Materials Requirements:


1: 1.5 inch or 2 inch binder


10 dividers, and loose leave note book paper 


Social Studies Binder required DAILY


Colored Pencils/Markers required Daily


Writing utensils (blue or black ink only) required Daily


Expo markers (dry erase) required Daily











