Environmental Issues in Asia
	Issue 
	Causes
	Effects
	Solution?

	Pollution of Ganges River
	· 2 million tons of chemical, human, and agricultural waste every day (flows farther south)
· Human and animal waste (ashes or bodies of dead scattered in river)

	· Dangerous bacteria in river
· 80% of illnesses and 1/3rd of deaths due to dirty water

· Outbreaks of cholera, dysentery, typhoid, and hepatitis

· Cities on Ganges have highest water-born disease rates in India
	· 1985 Ganges Action Plan – built many sewage and water treatment plants
· Not enough to stop pollution from population growth, industry and farm production runoff

	Pollution of Yangtze River
	· Billions of tons of chemicals and waste each year from agriculture, industry, and humans 
· Major pollutants: nitrogen from fertilizers and poisonous arsenic from industry

	· Endangers cities on riverbanks

· Killing plant and animal species
· Nitrates from farm run-off multiplies water algae, killing fish

· People eat contaminated fish, causing health problems

· Unsafe drinking water for hundreds of millions of people

	· Government is building more water treatment plants
· Government encourages cities to build sanitary landfills rather than dumping waste into river

	Flooding in India
	· Monsoons

· Rivers overflow their banks, making water go over the land
· Spreads heavy rain from June until September
	· Mass destruction and water-borne diseases
· Airports close, power lines fall, humans and animals drown
	

	Flooding in China
	· Monsoons (March through August) (usually flood every 2-3 years)
· Loggers cut down trees that used to contain floods
· Farmers have drained wetlands that used to absorb flood waters
· Takes less water now to cause flooding


	· Buries homes and crops and kills people
· Yellow River flooding causes the most deaths of any river flooding in the world
	

	Air Pollution in India
	· Enormous automobile emissions (70% of air pollution) and industry
· Indoor air pollution from cooking with open fires using wood, livestock dung, or coal

· Indoor pollution releases carbon monoxide, soot, harmful chemicals into air
	-highest rates of respiratory disease in the world (air pollution = fifth leading cause of death in India)
-Taj Mahal is turning yellow.
- Could change weather patterns in North America
	- Difficult for government to enforce anti-pollution laws because laws would hurt the economy (high poverty rate among people)

- Government has been spending money to clean up the air, but it’s not been enough.



	Air Pollution in China
	· Extreme population and industry growth (16 of world’s 20 most polluted cities)
· Most energy comes from burning coal

· People burn coal to heat homes

· Millions of automobiles with exhaust 
	· Burning coal sends soot, ash, and chemicals into the air
· Heart and respiratory conditions

· Acid rain

· Winds carry pollution to Korea, Japan, and other parts in Asia
	· Beijing Municipal Environmental Protection Bureau (created before 2008 Olympics to clean up air)
· Automobile traffic reduced and factories temporarily closed

· Pollution cut by 45%

· People petitioned gov’t to continue programs




