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A small group of
Cherokees signed a
treaty with the U.S
without permission
from the Cherokee Georgians urged
‘government and the. state and federal
U.S. accepted the leaders to remove
reaty. the creeks from
lands they wanted
Peace was
established when
the Cherokees
made several
treaties with the
US. government *Sequoyah, a
Cherokes, created
the Syllabary, the
frst written language
for a Native
American tribe.

The Syllabary became widely accepted and used

within a generation. The language was the basis.

of a Cherokee newspaper and was used to create
a witten constitution.

The Cherokee also invited missionaries to set up
schools and adopted an agricultural system that
included the use of slavery. The Cherokees
hoped that f they copied white society then they
would be allowed to stay.

Gold was discovered in North

Atreaty signed away
the remainder of Creek
land in Georgia. The
treaty was signed by
William Melntosh

without the tribe's

Atreaty of friendship was
created between the U.S.

The treaty was signed by the
Creek Chief Alexander
McGillivray. He was of
mixed heritage and was

considered a full member of
both societies. During the
consent American Revolution, he
fought for England. After the
war, he focused on keeping
h Creek land
s, but when gold was found in

‘Georgia which led to
America’s first gold rush in
Dahlonega. Soon after
thousands of gold miners
began insisting on Cherokee
land and began to settle there
without permission

For two decades gold was.
plentiful around Dahlonega,

Califomia, thousands of

and the Creek Nation. The
treaty also ceded (gave
away) Creekland to the U.S.

Americans went out west.

and in retum the US.
promised to honor the
boundaries of the Cresks’
remaining lands.

William Melntosh was a Creek Chief of mixed
heritage with several important Georgians as
relatives. He had a rocky relationship with the Creeks.
Attimes he was a prominent leader and other times
he made the Creeks mad by siding with the U S_and
‘abandoning traditional Creek ways. Meclntosh received
extra cash for his personal lands in the treaty. Upon
hearing about what they considered to be a bribe, the
Creek Nation ruled to exectte him for his actions.

In Worcester v. Georgia, the
Supreme Court's decision
declared that the Cherokee
Nation was sovereign
(independent) and were subject
to their own laws; therefore, the
state of Georgia could not
interfere in their affais

A civil war broke out between
Creek Indians who wanted to
fight the white settiers for
trespassing on their land and
those who did not want to.
fight The war ended ina
Creek defeat by future

John Ross became a principal chief
of the Cherokee Nation. He was of
mixed heritage and was a successful
businessman who practiced many
European customs.

Ross used his wealth and
connections to win several
‘government positions in the Cherokee
Nation. He believed that the U.S.
goverment would protect the most
“civiized" ribe. He continued his fight
for removal until the Trail of Tears
during which his wife died.

President Andrew Jackson
Following the war, the Creek
lostmillons of acres of land.

After a series of court cases, petiions,
and treaties, the President of the US|
ordered the U.S. Ammy to forcefully
remove the Cherokee from Georgia. They
were forced to march to Okiahoma.

Itis known as the Trail of Tears because
over 4,000 Cherokee people died due to
disease and exposure during the trip.
Cherokees who lived on private land were
not forcefully removed. The Cherokee
Nation is now the largest trbe i the U.S.

The court case should have protected the Cherokee from removal, but President
Andrew Jackson decided not to enforce the court’s ruling. Andrew Jackson believed
that Native Americans should be moved to Indian territories. John Marshall, the Chief
Justice of the Supreme Court, believed that Native American tribes were independent
with their own ights. They were at opposite sides of the issue.

‘Though the ruling was unsuccessfulin protecting the Cherokee from removal, the
decision is stil a precedent (example) today conceming Native American tribal rights
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Events that led to the removal of
Creeks and Cherokees from Georgia
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*Actual events are stil questioned by some historians
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